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Due to ruthless discharges and purges of the officer corps the 
fighting qualities of the Bulgerian Air Foree were low in February 1949. 


The bonbor units an@ the School for Bomber and Blind-Fiying Pilots were 
particulsrly hit by these msasures. The aireraft availieble at this school 
were inadequate for the training of modern bomber pilots, ard the sane 
applies to “he remaining tSnetruction personnel, All the speclalists had 
been Gischarzed. No Bulgerian pilot has acquired the blind=-flying certic« 
fFicate s'nee 9 Septenber 1924, Most of the flight instruments were une 
gorvicoable. 
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So far, the Sov'et Union has not shown ea pronounced interest in the train= 
ing of Bulgartar sir Force units, Technical manuals or magazines were not 
placed 2t the disposal of the Bulgarians, In 1946, the Sovists refused to 
sdmit the selected Bulgerian Air Force officers to a course of the Soviet 
General. Staff Academy, The Bulgarian Air Force officers returned from the 
Soviet Union have so far rot shown any understanding for an improvement 
of the methods o° training and of the fighting qualities of the air Loree 
units. 
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Fifty-five officers and pilots have been discharged from the Bulgarian 

Air Force s'nce May 1948, Those discharged tneluded the forner GO of the 
fighter divisions, Lt Col Krestiu ATANAZOFF, the CO of the bomber divie 

gion, Lt Col Boris POPOFF, and a large nunber of squadron leaders of the 

bomber and ground attack units, After the purges most of the remainins o.ficers 
ware promoted forner NGOs who were not capable of their nev acs ionment and 
whose technical end practical Imowledge was inadequate. For instance, 

the CO of the 26th Ftr Regt in KARLOVO (B 2/A 55), 1st Lt Nedyu ATSANOV 

was a “orwr NCO, who in 1945 graduated from an Semonth gourse at the 

reserve o°f!icer school and was then promoted to second lieutenant. Cn the 
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otner hand, it npeves fight © pliot Mag STOVARW was transferred to she 
San Maes. at a 3s 2 $ ge * 
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Mly we cla -mcral staff o'fieers vere left, 4.¢. Col Fetko KOUBACOER, 
Chief of ctsf? of the alr Force, and ilaj Christe FalSdiu? Chic? of tha. 
Operat? ens Cen. tint, Ist be STAUINNCY and lst Lt Pasho TLILN pradunta. 
from the ~ “1 Gonoral Staff “€ficers Acadewp in Lite 1948. Capt Gaielo 
DILITR OF ae uitonded She General Staff Officers Acalomy in tue soviet Unton, 
In Februiry 149, nO vas assigned to the lig of the Bulperian wir Forse. 
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The statue -f tra’ nin’ of tho [GO eorps was bed. Cany discharrces had aie 
been Beane hove Tor political reasons, Due to the lea pay anc pees occ: 
nome ene" $i. ns an additional mudber of WlCs hed volunt.rily left the ai 
force “tale  iviltan jobs, 
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For lac’ af conmarable information the individuel Gata of pea 8 Feport cane@ 
not be wer'rt7d, Noveyoe, the infornation seems ersi*ble on the whole, since 
the trectont ° tho Dulesrian ide Force by the Dov 2% Uni. es AS in accorlonce 
with thet c<npl'od to she other satellite air forces, 
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